DESECRATION

DESECRATION (1999)
Directed by Dante Tomaselli.

88 mins. approx.
DESECRATION is a surrealistic ghost story that
concerns the severed relationship between a
sixteen year-old boy and his long-time dead
mother who committed suicide when he was a
nipper. A hideous freak accident, in which the
boy’s remote controlled aircraft embeds itself into
anun’s head (1), triggers a trail of weird
paranormal happenings at his doomed Catholic
boarding school, causes the undead Sister
Madeline to rise from the earth on a mission to
drag the boy back to his mother and into eternal
damnation. Along the way this beautifully shot
first-time feature by writer/director Dante
Tomaselli pays homage to likes of Argento and
Murnau with stylised lighting, a very powerful
soundtrack and impressive splattery effects.
Highlights, apart from the awesome performance
by the ancient Irma St. Paule as the boy’s Italian
Grandmother (who can also be seen in the likes of
12 MONKEYS, BAD LIEUTENANT, CUL-
DE-SAC and THINNER), include a jolting
possessed scissors attack in which a nun is
repeatedly hacked and slashed in painful detail,
some blistering burn make-ups, the
aforementioned frenzied model-plane attack and
some bizarre sets that depict a nursery in Hell,
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complete with cages and a demonic jack-in-the-
box. The zombiefied nun make-ups are pretty
cool too.

The film was shot on 16mm and Digital Video for
ameasly $150,000 and has a high quality
professional look - Tomaselli has film-making in
his genes as he is the cousin of COMMUNION
(aka. ALICE SWEET ALICE), (see UC6) and
TANYA’S ISLAND (see this issue!) cult director
Alfred Sole (who helped in securing part of the
location shoot). Like Sole’s COMMUNION,
DESECRATION also deals with guilt-ridden
Catholicism and repressed feelings - the pill-
popping priest is a blast. The source for the movie
came from Tomaselli’s own 23 minute short also
entitled DESECRATION which he made in
1996 (and part of it is included on the DVD).
Just because the budget is low it doesn’t mean
that the dialogue has to be cheap - far from it, this
is a great script with plenty of good lines and
great delivery, “Some people are blessed, other
are cursed” and an Italian take on
POLTERGEIST, “She’s-a-here!”.

On the outside this has an arthouse feel and
horror film collectors may have passed it by as
such. They should, however, give it a chance as it
is indeed a classy and damn scary piece of film-
making with the kind of red stuff that even Fulci
would’ve been proud of!

Where DESECRATION triumphs over most
recent horror offerings is the fact that it depicts
everyday people caught up in strange
circumstances and doesn’t feel the need to pose a
bunch of vacant Beverly Hills teens as heroes and
heroines.

Image’s no-frills DVD release offer superb visual

and aural quality with a non-anamorphic 1.85:1
print and Dolby Digital stereo. The main score
is handled by Tomaselli’s brother, Michael who
also provided over one hundred weird noise
effects (his inspiration coming from the likes of
John Carpenter and Depeche Mode!).
DESECRATION’s dream-like look is the stuff
of pure nightmares and Tomaselli has recently
completed HORROR (2002) (demonic goings-
on with a drug rehab group) and SATAN’S
PLAYGROUND (2003) (involving the Jersey
Devil in the Pine Barrens). I'm keen to see how
he develops as a director. Both these projects
feature returning cast members and the latter
has Michael Berryman on board!
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